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General
1 H NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AV-400 (400 MHz) or Bruker DPX-300 (300 MHz). Chemical shifts are reported in ppm from tetramethylsilane with the residual solvent resonance as the internal standard (CHCl 3 : δ = 7.26 ppm). Data are reported as follows: chemical shift, multiplicity: (s) = singlet, (d) = doublet, (t) = triplet, (tt)= triplet of triplets, (m) = multiplet, (bs) = broad singlet, (dd) = doublet of doublets, (ddd)= doublet doublet of doublets, (app t) = apparent triplet, (app td)= apparent triplet of doublets; coupling constants (J in Hz), integration and assignment. 13 C NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker Bruker AV-400 (100 MHz) with complete proton decoupling. Chemical shifts are reported in ppm from tetramethylsilane with the solvent resonance as internal standard (CDCl 3 : δ = 76.95 ppm). Bidimensional NMR experiments (COSY, HSQC, HMBC and NOESY) were recorded on a Bruker AV-400 (400 MHz). High-resolution mass spectrometry was carried out on a Micromass AutoSpec device employing electronic impact fragmentation methods (EI) or electrospray ionization methods (ESI). Melting points have been measured in a Gallenkamp device and have not been corrected. All reactions were conducted in dried glassware under an inert atmosphere of argon when required. Solvents were dried and deoxygenated with a PureSolv® column system before use. Technical grade starting materials were purified before use. Purification of the final products was performed by column chromatography carried out employing silica gel 60 (230-240 mesh, Aldrich) as the stationary phase.
Experimental procedures and characterization data

Synthesis of compounds 4a-m
Silver triflate (0.01 mmol) and diphenylphosphate (0.01 mmol) are added to a solution of the corresponding ortho-alkynylsalicylaldehyde derivative 1 (0.1 mmol) and styrene derivative 2 (0.25 mmol) in THF (1 mL) at 0 ºC. The mixture is allowed to warm to room temperature and then stirred for 12 hours. After this time the crude of the reaction is diluted in diethyl ether (1 mL) and filtered over a pad of silica gel. The solvents are evaporated and the residue is purified by column chromatography in silica gel using a mixture of hexane / ethyl acetate (10:1) as eluent. 
